
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E925May 9, 2003
Colorado whose hard work and dedication ex-
emplifies the spirit of the West. Harvey and 
Anis Kelley are no less pioneers than their 
grandparents who first came to Colorado in 
early part of the last century. They have car-
ried on that proud tradition for the last fifty 
years, and I am proud to pay tribute to their 
accomplishments before this body of Con-
gress today. 

No one can deny cattle ranching is a hard 
profession. There are no days off and no es-
cape from inclement weather. Ranchers work 
from sunrise to sunset, and few today carry on 
this proud work and its traditions. Harvey and 
Anis are fine representatives of the heartland 
and their work is the life-blood of this nation. 
Therefore, it is with pride that I congratulate 
them upon receiving a lifetime recognition 
award from the Plateau Valley Cattlewomen at 
their Stockgrower’s Banquet and Ball. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege for me to 
recognize Harvey and Anis Kelley before this 
body of Congress and this Nation for their 
contributions to Plateau Valley and our coun-
try. I trust that the years ahead will continue 
to find Harvey and Anis side by side making 
a difference in the history of Colorado and our 
country. Thank you Harvey and Anis for mak-
ing Colorado a place where hard work and tra-
dition still thrive.
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THE DEATHS OF GUILLERMO 
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ECHEVERRI MEJIA 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 9, 2003

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
great sadness to express my grief for the 
deaths of Guillermo Gaviria Correa and 
Gilberto Echeverri Mejia. For their deaths, and 
the loss of eight other hostages that died with 
them, I wish to give my sincerest condolences 
to their families, to the people of Antioquia 
whom they served, and to the whole of Co-
lombia. 

Dr. Gaviria Correa, the governor of the De-
partment of Antioquia, and his Peace Commis-
sioner, Gilberto Echeverri Mejia, were killed by 
the guerilla group known as the Fuerzas Ar-
madas Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) 
on May 5, 2003. They had been held captive 
by the FARC since April 21, 2003, the day 
their group was kidnapped while marching for 
peace to the town of Caicedo. 

Guillermo Gaviria was a leader in the non-
violent movement in Colombia. At a time when 
Colombia is being ripped apart by violence, 
when many Colombians are motivated by 
rough justice and revenge, he proposed a dif-
ferent approach—non-violence. Inspired by 
basic Christian teachings, Gandhi and Martin 
Luther King Jr., Guillermo Gaviria set out to 
change the way Colombians address the prob-
lems that face them. 

He did not just seek to change the nature of 
the debate, he put his ideas into action. As 
governor of Antioquia he established the 
‘‘Peace Congruent Plan’’, a plan which would: 
Face the causes of the armed conflict and the 
social violence through solutions reached 
among representatives from different commu-
nities ideologies and beliefs, and build social 
culture and a government based on participa-
tion. 

Shortly after becoming governor, Guillermo 
Gaviria initiated a series of popular marches 
and demonstrations against the war. Each car-
ried a motto, such as ‘‘Break the silence, the 
mothers, wives and daughters of the kid-
napped are doing it’’. He organized ‘‘solidarity 
caravans’’ and peace demonstrations in every 
corner of the Department.

He challenged the FARC to stop attacking 
civilians. He challenged the paramilitaries to 
stop looting. He challenged both to leave civil-
ians out of the conflict—‘‘we won’t be part of 
the war, but part of the peace.’’ At every point, 
he remained faithful to his non-violent and reli-
gious creed: ‘‘Let us hate the sin but not the 
sinner’’. Governor Gaviria was a light to his 
people. 

It is a tragedy for all of us that this light was 
extinguished. He was a unique figure in Co-
lombia, a figure of hope, a figure of a brighter 
future. Colombia desperately needs people 
with great vision and great courage. Guillermo 
Gaviria was one of these people. How many 
more like him are there? How many have 
been killed in the incessant violence that 
plagues this beautiful country? 

It pains me in particular to see the passing 
of Guillermo Gaviria and Gilberto Echeverri, 
two great hopes of the Colombian people. 
Antioquia is my second home. I lived and 
worked there as a Peace Corps Volunteer. 
The course my life has taken is closely tied to 
my time in and around the barrios of Medellin. 
I saw first-hand the extent of the challenges 
that the people of Medellin have to face. I also 
saw how industrious and dedicated they are. 
Guillermo Gaviria was a tribute to this ‘‘paisa’’ 
spirit. Antioquia has lost a dear native son. 

In the wake of this tragedy, all Colombians 
must dedicate themselves to honoring the 
memory and vision of Guillermo Gaviria and 
Gilberto Echeverri. President Uribe, himself a 
‘‘paisa’’ and former governor of Antioquia, can 
take the lead by continuing support for Gov-
ernor Gavina’s vision of a non-violent Colom-
bia. 

I look forward to working with the President 
in promoting this vision, one that Colombians, 
after so many years of violence, desperately 
deserve. Promoting and advancing non-vio-
lence is the best way to honor the memory of 
Governor Gaviria, and the best way to bring 
peace to a terribly troubled nation.
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Friday, May 9, 2003

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member 
wishes to note that today, May 9, is Europe 
Day. 

Fifty-three years ago, then French Foreign 
Minister Robert Shuman announced a plan 
that proposed the pooling of European coal 
and steel production under a common author-
ity as a way to bring some sense of order to 
the economic recovery of post-World War II 
Europe. 

The Shuman Declaration, which was formal-
ized in a treaty the following year, was re-
garded as the first step toward achieving a 
united Europe. Since that time, we have wit-
nessed an extraordinary evolution within Eu-
rope toward what has now become the Euro-

pean Union—a treaty-based institutional 
framework which defines and manages eco-
nomic and political cooperation among its cur-
rent 15—soon to be—25 member countries. 

Mr. Speaker, although the difficult debate 
over Iraq presented yet another challenge to 
the relationship between the United States 
and a few countries in Europe, it remains clear 
to this Member a strong, developed trans-
atlantic relationship is critical to the long-term 
political, economic and security interests of 
both the United States and Europe. It is also 
clear that one of the central ingredients to a 
successful partnership with Europe is a stable, 
integrated and dynamic Europe—and the Eu-
ropean Union has evolved to become, along 
with NATO, one of the two critical international 
organizations for achieving those objectives. 

We in this country may not fully understand 
or appreciate all that has, and is, evolving 
within the European Union. But it remains 
clear that as we have worked so well with Eu-
rope within the NATO Alliance over the years, 
we must strive to develop a better working 
knowledge of, and relationship with, the Euro-
pean Union that will be both a transatlantic 
partner and an economic competitor for Amer-
ica. 

Mr. Speaker, as we prepare for the forth-
coming U.S.—EU summit in June, today, Eu-
rope Day, is as good a time as ever to begin 
to renew our enduring and critical alliance with 
the countries of Europe and with the European 
Union.
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HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2003

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1261) to enhance 
the workforce investment system of the Na-
tion by strengthening one-stop career cen-
ters, providing for more effective governance 
arrangements, promoting access to a more 
comprehensive array of employment, train-
ing, and related services, establishing a tar-
geted approach to serving youth, and im-
proving performance accountability, and for 
other purposes:

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Chairman, I rise in op-
position to H.R. 1261, the reauthorizing legis-
lation for the Workforce Investment Act. This 
bill will not benefit people with disabilities and 
other Americans who are seeking to secure 
jobs that increase self-sufficiency and integra-
tion into the mainstream of community life. 

For years, state vocational rehabilitation pro-
grams have provided optimal service with 
minimal funding. In 2001, 233,000 individuals 
with disabilities entered the workforce with the 
help of VR. Those individuals earned $3.4 bil-
lion in wages and paid nearly $1 billion in 
State and Federal taxes. The success rate for 
VR programs nationally is 69 percent—higher 
than most other government programs pro-
viding services to adults. And after 3 years of 
job placement, 76 percent of those individuals 
continue to be gainfully employed. 

H.R. 1261 grants governors unrestricted ac-
cess to funds specifically intended for VR and 
other essential programs to use for one-stop 
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center infrastructure, with no assurances that 
people with disabilities or other target popu-
lations would continue to benefit from the 
funds. One-stop centers, while effective in cer-
tain populations, are not programmatically—or 
in many cases, physically—accessible for peo-
ple with disabilities. 

In this time of state budget constraints, 37 
state VR agencies are operating under such 
limited resources that they have instituted an 
‘‘order of selection’’ policy, serving people with 
the most severe disabilities first. They are 
being forced to leave behind increasing num-
bers of eligible individuals who want to work. 
H.R. 1261 would exacerbate this situation, by 
taking funds from the successful VR programs 
to fund programs that cannot reach their target 
population. In light of the unemployment crisis 
faced by our Nation and staggering 70 percent 
unemployment rate in the disability commu-
nity, it is critical that we preserve the funding 
stream for VR programs. 

Please vote against H.R. 1261.
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HONORING DR. JANIS LYNN 
PAUSHTER UPON HER RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 9, 2003

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today as a proud supporter of the excel-
lent Fairfax County, Virginia, Public School 
System to recognize one of its shining lights. 
Dr. Janis Lynn Paushter, a 26-year contributor 
to our nationally recognized school system 
and principal of Fairhill Elementary School 
since 1991, is retiring at the end of this year’s 
term. 

The common sentiment of parents, teachers 
and students at Fairhill School on learning of 
her decision to retire is disappointment. Dr. 
Paushter is loved and respected throughout 
the Fairhill community for her leadership quali-
ties, her excellence as a role model, her tal-
ents as a fair and trusted administrator and 
her genuine love for her students, associates 
and her position. 

Dr. Paushter earned her Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Syracuse University, her Master’s 
degree from Columbia University, and con-
ducted additional post-graduate studies at 
George Mason University. She has been hon-
ored with numerous educational awards and 
has been invited to lecture on educational 
matters at Oxford University in England, 
Korea, and China. 

Later this year, she will be relocating to 
Florida to establish a horse ranch with help 
from her two Jack Russell terriers and her 
German shepherd. Thanks to her talents as a 
mentor, her shining light will not be extin-
guished as she leaves, but illuminated more 
brightly through her associates and students. 

I ask her colleagues to join me today in rec-
ognizing and commending Dr. Janis Paushter 
for her untiring support of thousands of Fairfax 
County students and in thanking her for all 
she has accomplished for education during 
her illustrious career.

WORKFORCE REINVESTMENT AND 
ADULT EDUCATION ACT OF 2003 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2003

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1261) to enhance 
the workforce investment system of the Na-
tion by strengthening one-stop career cen-
ters; providing for more effective governance 
arrangements, promoting access to a more 
comprehensive array of employment, train-
ing, and related services, establishing a tar-
geted approach to serving youth, and im-
proving performance accountability, and for 
other purposes:

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chairman, I rise today 
to urge all of my colleagues to vote against 
H.R. 1261, the Workforce Investment and 
Adult Education Act (WIA). WIA authorizes 
and funds employment, training, literacy, and 
vocational rehabilitation programs for adults 
and dislocated workers, as well as activities 
for disadvantaged and low-income youth. 

I have numerous concerns with the legisla-
tion before this House. However, I want to 
briefly discuss just two of the reasons that 
make this bill flawed. 

H.R. 1261 would jeopardize the quality of 
training provided to workers. This bill fails to 
help the thousands of Americans who are 
looking for work or in need of additional job 
training. H.R. 1261 takes away dedicated 
funding for vulnerable workers by consoli-
dating funding for Employment Services and 
service to adults and dislocated workers into 
block grants. Mr. Speaker, given that unem-
ployment numbers for the month of April rose 
to 6 percent, a four-month high, it does not 
make sense that this vital program would lose 
funding. 

But most troubling is the fact that H.R. 1261 
would permit faith-based organizations that re-
ceive WIA funds to hire or fire employees 
based on religion. This reverses the federal 
government’s stance of fighting against feder-
ally-funded discrimination by exempting reli-
gious organizations from anti-discrimination re-
quirements. It also reverses the policy that 
until now has been supported on a bipartisan 
basis—because it is the only right and sen-
sible policy. It is the only true American policy. 

I ask my colleagues to reject this bill. Provi-
sions in H.R. 1261 would undermine programs 
designed to aid dislocated workers and public 
policy aimed at protecting workers from dis-
crimination. American workers need and de-
serve better.
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WORKFORCE REINVESTMENT AND 
ADULT EDUCATION ACT OF 2003

SPEECH OF 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2003

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1261) to enhance 
the workforce investment system of the Na-
tion by strengthening one-stop career cen-
ters, providing for more effective governance 

arrangements, promoting access to a more 
comprehensive array of employment, train-
ing, and related services, establishing a tar-
geted approach to serving youth, and im-
proving performance accountability, and for 
other purposes:

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Chairman, last week, 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics announced that 
the unemployment rate rose to 6 percent. In 
my home state of Wisconsin, we had the 
fourth highest number of massive layoffs in 
the country behind much larger states like 
California and Texas. Sadly, it seems like 
many here in Washington have gotten used to 
these grim statistics; after all, under the eco-
nomic stewardship of President Bush we’ve 
lost close to more than 2.7 million jobs since 
he took office. We have been losing 73,000 
jobs a month, which accounts for President 
Bush having the worst jobs creation record of 
any President in U.S. history. 

We can’t count on the stewardship of the 
Bush administration to get America back to 
work. It has become clear that this Congress 
needs to step up and put the task squarely 
upon its shoulders. This week we have a 
chance to do this as we take up the reauthor-
ization of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) 
and the proposed tax cut. Both of these bills 
are important in how we not only help people 
find and maintain jobs, but how we will create 
new ones. However, I believe we may miss 
our opportunity to accomplish these goals un-
less both bills are torn up and rewritten. 
Today, I would like to specifically talk about 
the WIA. 

The WIA was signed into law in 1998 with 
the intent of cementing the Federal govern-
ment’s commitment in helping states improve 
their employment, training, literacy, and voca-
tional rehabilitation programs. Before the act 
was signed into law, states had a fragmented 
and duplicative number of programs that were 
meant to help prepare workers for jobs and to 
assist them in their searches. 

Since its inception, thousands of displaced 
workers, veterans, and young adults have 
taken part in—and relied on—programs imple-
mented by the WIA. The ‘‘one-stop’’ system 
created by WIA has provided them with con-
solidated services, such as job retraining 
classes, to get them out of unemployment 
lines and back onto the payrolls. Title II of the 
Act has played a critical role in helping adults 
with low-literacy, basic skill levels and limited 
English proficiency, by providing them with the 
training, tools and skills necessary to compete 
in today’s knowledge-driven workforce. 

The bill before us today takes the progress 
made over the last four years and stops it in 
its tracks. The WIA was custom designed to 
be effective in an economic downturn like the
one we are experiencing now. American work-
ers need the WIA strengthened, not scaled 
back, but that’s exactly what the House Re-
publicans want to do. 

Those who have are unemployed will run 
out of unemployment insurance benefits in 23 
days. The last time we extended unemploy-
ment benefits was shortly after Christmas and 
the holidays—when many people had already 
run out of benefits. For many families, the res-
toration of benefits was too little, too late. By 
not including the extension of unemployment 
benefits in this bill, we will in all likelihood 
delay helping workers who need it most. Not 
only does this diminish the original intent of 
this legislation, but it’s also a slap in the face 
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